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Abstract:
Article Information: Learning speaking skills is an essential aspect in Islamic boarding
schools, particularly at Darul Lughah Al-‘Arabiyah wa Al-Figh As-
Received May 4, 2025 Salafi Annugayah Latee. However, many students are not motivated to
Revised September 1, 2025 develop speaking skills because they feel bored with the learning
Accepted September 4, 2025 content, which hinders the process. While many studies have explored
Published October 31, 2025 learning motivation, little research has focused on the implementation

strategy of Arabic competition, especially in this pesantren. This study

Keywords: Strategy, Motivation, aims to examine the implementation strategy of Arabic competition and

Maharatul Kalam to identify the supporting and inhibiting factors affecting its practice. A
qualitative field research design with a descriptive approach was
employed, using observations and interviews with mentors and students.
Data were analyzed through data reduction, display, and conclusion
drawing to obtain a comprehensive understanding of the practice. The
findings show that the implementation of Arabic competition consists of
three stages: preparation, implementation, and evaluation. Although
both supporting and inhibiting factors were found, the supporting factors
were more dominant in increasing students’ motivation to speak Arabic.
This research contributes to the study of Arabic language learning
strategies in Islamic boarding schools and offers a practical model that
can be adapted to increase motivation to speak Arabic.
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